
2011
Chattahoochee Hills

September 8-12

N
U

T
R

E
N

A
 U

S
E

A
 A

E
C

p
re

se
n

te
d

 b
y 

B
it

 o
f 

B
ri

ta
in

Lauren Weil and Pippen: 2011 Beginner Novice Horse Champions. emily daily photo
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EEvery year when the American Eventing Championships come around, we consider what it truly means to be a 
champion; to be the best version of ourselves we can be as to inspire our horses and others to do the same.

And each year, the competition brings hundreds of champions from around the country to one place. Typically those who are 
most bold, bright, and selfless in competition invariably end up wearing a tricolor sash. But before one can truly hold these qualities 
on course, perhaps he or she must practice them in daily life first and foremost.

Lauren Weil, of Alpharetta, Georgia, left the 2011 Nutrena/USEA American Eventing Championships, presented by Bit of Britain, 
with a Championship, two Reserve Championships, and an eighth place finish, all for the respective owners of the horses she rode. 
While those four horses kept her busy, the one horse she didn't ride at the Championships this year was her own, Bigtime Graffiti, who 
wound up finishing beautifully on her dressage score in the Beginner Novice Amateur division with Lauren's working student in the irons.

"Either you focus on yourself or you focus on your clients," Lauren says. “I like giving my knowledge to clients and helping them 
with their horses.”

Focusing On Her Passion To 
Help Others Find Their Own
EvEn whEn shE lEft a high-powEr, lucrativE 
carEEr to focus on hEr own drEam, it was 
so she could help others reach their dreams. 
Lauren began riding in Montgomery, 
Georgia, at age six. She competed at Pony 
Club Nationals three times as a child and 
caught the eventing bug at 14. In 2002 she 
represented Area III at the North American 
Young Riders’ Championships. She also 
taught lessons and rode horses throughout 
her college years at the University of Georgia. 

After college, she entered the corporate 
world and her career took off at a full gallop. She held a high-level 
management position at Ameriprise Financial. She sold her Young 
Rider horse, Cowboy, bought her first house, and took time off from 
riding to focus on her career. But the eventing bug only grew stronger. 

Lauren eventually saved enough money to buy Bigtime Graffiti, a 
now 7-year-old Percheron/Paint mare. And all at once, her corporate 
career came to a crossroad. “The company was restructuring and 
had created a position for me," she explained. "It was more money, 
prestige, and a bigger title. But I was not devoted to it.” 

Lauren then considered a full-time job with her real passion: 
horses. “I thought I’d try it, and if it didn't work, I could go back. So I 
jumped in head first and it was the best decision I ever made.”

She capitalized on her experience and knack for managing 
a business and launched Bigtime Eventing, currently based in 
Alpharetta, Georgia. “In college, some friends of mine named me 
Bigtime because I was a girl driving around campus in a big truck. It 
just stuck,” she digressed.

Lauren began teaching lessons where she boarded, and she gained 
more clients as word of her skill and passion for helping people with 
their horses began to spread. As her business gained momentum, her 
patience bringing Graffiti along began to paid off as well. They racked 
up multiple wins at Beginner Novice and Novice, and Graffiti has 
since become a fantastic teacher. 

On top of finishing in 6th place in the Beginner Novice Amateur 
division at the AEC this year, Lauren’s working student, Taylor Glatzer, 
won her first two shows on Graffiti to qualify for the Championships 
earlier this year.

Lauren says she can’t be sure what the future holds for her. If the 
right horse came along, she would love to return to the upper levels, 
but at a certain point, she said, it becomes hard to devote enough time 
to everyone.

Winning For Her Means 
Winning For Others
All four of Lauren’s rides at the AEC finished 
on their dressage scores. She “Mary King’ed” 
the Beginner Novice Horse division, winning 
first on Ann Edmundson’s 8-year-old Dutch 
Warmblood gelding, Pippen, and second 
with Jennifer Tucker’s 7-year-old off-the-
track Thoroughbred mare, Commit.

In addition to a Championship his 
first year eventing, Pippen has a perfect 
record at Beginner Novice. He’s won three 
times without a single jumping fault and 
consistently scores in the 20’s.

“Pippen was a dressage horse and the owner was having trouble,” 
Lauren said. “When he came to me, I was the last resort. Now the owner 
wouldn’t sell him for a million dollars. He’s green but very talented.”

The AEC isn’t the first time this year that Commit has finished 
second to her pal, Pippen. At Chattahoochee Hills in July, they were 
tied after dressage on 25.7. The tie couldn’t be broken until the 
conclusion of the show and was based on which horse finished closer 
to optimum time on cross-country, which in that case, was Pippen.

At that same event, Lauren won a Novice division on JD Sosa’s 
7-year-old American Warmblood, Cookie Dough. It was the pair’s 
fourth win together since November 2010, and they topped it all off 
with an 8th place Novice Horse finish at the AEC.

“Cookie Dough is a challenge in such a good way. He’s an 
incredible horse, and I’m so glad to have him in my life. He definitely 
hasn’t always been the horse that he was at the AEC,” Lauren admitted.

Lauren’s AEC adventure doesn’t end there. She very nearly took 
home a second Championship ribbon on Robert Jett’s 10-year-old 
Thoroughbred, Shenandoah King in the Novice Horse division. They 
were in fourth after scoring a 28.0 in dressage and, true to form, kept 
that score intact throughout the weekend. The eventual winners, Amy 
Barrington and her horse Gallerone, who had carried a score of 24.0 
into show jumping, dropped a rail to tie Lauren and "King" at the 
top of the leaderboard. As we all know, in this sport of inches, glory 
often comes down to split seconds, and Amy had galloped through 
the cross-country finish flags just a hair closer to optimum time.

“Go big or go home,” Lauren jested.
Both Pippen and Cookie Dough will move up a level. Commit’s 

owner plans to compete her next season, and Lauren has helped 
Shenandoah King and his owner gain confidence in themselves and 
each other. “We have a great team," Lauren said. "We are like a family. 
I feel so lucky to have the clients I have.”

The one horse Lauren Weil didn’t ride this year was her own, 
Bigtime Graffiti, which resulted in a great weekend for her 
working student, Taylor Glatzer, who finished in sixth in Begin-

ner Novice Amateur with the mare. emily daily photo

by LesLie ThreLkeLd and Josh WaLker


